
The aranui 3 is please to announce
the renowned

Peter Crawford
as a lecturer on

Voyage 10
July 30th - August 14th • 2005

Make your booking now,
cabins are going fast!

PETER CRAWFORD spent three years travelling through the islands of Polynesia, researching
for his book ‘Nomads of the Wind’ and producing the five-hour television series for the world-
renowned Natural History Unit of the BBC.  Together, the five films retraced the dramatic story of the Polynesian people and the islands of the Pacific which
they discovered and settled. The series was first screened in 1994 in the UK and many other European countries including France and Germany, and coast-
to-coast in the USA by WNET New York and the PBS network. It has been repeated several times, and was selected by Air New Zealand as a regular in-flight
presentation on their trans-Pacific flights.

Peter’s book ‘Nomads of the Wind’, published in November 1993 by BBC Books (ISBN 0 563 36707 5) became a best-seller in the UK and USA.  It has been
translated into German where it was published as ‘Nomaden des Windes’ in 1995 by Verlag VGS, Koln.

While writing the book and making the TV series, Peter and his wife Pat met and worked with many of the pioneers in Polynesian studies and culture, including
the late Thor Heyerdahl and Bengt Danielsson (both members of the Kon-Tiki expedition) and other much-respected anthropologists, historians and experts
in the natural history of the Polynesian islands, such as Yosihiko Sinoto of the Bishop Museum in Hawaii. It was with their guidance and encouragement that
Peter Crawford embarked on the writing of his book and the making of his ambitious television series – both aimed at bringing the fascinating story of Polynesia
to a wide, general audience.

Since ‘Nomads of the Wind’, Peter and his wife, Pat, have continued their personal exploration of the Pacific, writing and photographing, and making new films
celebrating this vast ocean and its islands.  Of all Polynesia, it is to the Marquesas that they now most look forward to returning.

“Other than lonely Easter Island, the Marquesas are the most isolated islands in Polynesia” writes Peter Crawford. “Despite the hi-tech telecommunications
which bristle from every time-worn peak, they seem untouched by the development and exploitation which has ravaged so many other Pacific islands. This is
their enduring appeal.  For everyone who ventures to these magical islands, the reward of getting there lingers in the mind. It is both inspiring and reassuring
to discover that the spirit of ancient Polynesia is still very much alive in the middle of this vast Pacific
Ocean.”

Pat and Peter Crawford will join the Aranui for its V10 voyage to the Marquesas departing Papeete
on July 30, 2005.  As guest lecturer, Peter will give talks about the ancient Polynesian voyages of
discovery – and the nature of the islands those seafaring pioneers encountered and then used to
sustain their unique island way of life. With extracts from his film series and pictures from his book,
Peter will describe how he and his film crew ‘turned back the clock’ to recreate the Polynesia of pre-
European contact. Ten years on, he will recall some of the highlights of their three eventful and
revealing years spent producing ‘Nomads of the Wind’.
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